A FOURTEENTH CENTURY TRADES UNION

AJ so all new fraternities or guilds made of men seem
openly to run in this course. For they conspire many false
errors against the common fraternity of Christ that all
Christian men took in their christenings and against com-
mon charity and common profit of Christian men. And
thereto they conspire to bear up each other, yea, in wrong,
and oppress other men in the right by their wit and power*
And all the goodness that is in these guilds each man ought
for to do by common fraternity of Christendom, by God's
commandment,.. Also men of subtle craft, as freemasons
and other, seem openly cursed by this sentence. For they
conspire together that no man of their craft shall take less
on a day than they have settled, though he should by good
conscience take much less, and that none of them shall
make serious true work that might hinder the earnings of
other men of the craft, and that none of them shall do
ought but only hew stone, though he might profit Ms
master twenty pound by one day's work by laying a course
on a wall without harm or paining himself. See how this
wicked people conspireth against truth and charity and
common profit of the land, and punisheth them that help

freely their neighbours.
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389